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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Shapiro et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 2002/0120787) (System and Method for Accessing 
Functionality of a Backend System from an Application Server). 

2.1 Regarding claim 1 , Shapiro discloses an apparatus for load balanced and 
fault tolerant aggregation and display of information, said apparatus comprising: 

a first web server receiving a transaction, said transaction comprising a 
first and second request (Fig. 2B, item 104; Abstract; p. 5, paragraph 64 "the 
web server may select an application server to which to broker the request, 
e.g., using load balancing techniques."); 

a first and second agent server (Fig. 2B, items 108A, 108B; Fig. 3; Fig. 4, 
items 230, 220, 222, and 224; p. 5, paragraph 65 "Each application server may 
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interface with various types of other servers or systems."; p. 6, paragraph 74; p. 
6, paragraphs 82 - 84); and 

a load-balancing module (Fig. 4, item 240 "Load Balancer"; p. 5, 
paragraph 64 "the web server may select an application server to which to 
broker the request, e.g., using load balancing techniques."); 
wherein the first web server assigns the first request to one of said first and 
second agent servers responsive to said load-balancing module and assigns the 
second request to one of said first and second agent servers responsive to the 
load-balancing module (Fig. 2B, item 104; Abstract; p. 5, paragraph 64 "the web 
server may select an application server to which to broker the request, e.g., 
using load balancing techniques."); 

2.2 Per claim 2, Shapiro teaches the apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a 
state server connected to at least one of said first and second agent servers and 
providing persistent storage for information (Fig. 2B, items 108A, 108B, 110, 112; 
p. 5, paragraph 65 "Each application server may interface with various types of 
other servers or systems."). 

2.3 Regarding claim 3, Shapiro discloses the apparatus of claim 2 wherein 
said state server comprises a relational database (Fig. 2B, item 110; p. 3, 
paragraph 41 ; p. 5, paragraph 65). 



2.4 Per claim 4, Shapiro teaches the apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a 
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second web server, wherein one of said first and second agent servers sends a 
first request to one of said first and second web servers responsive to said load- 
balancing module and sends a second request to one of said first and second 
web servers responsive to said load-balancing module (p. 5, paragraph 68 
"multiple web servers may be present to receive requests from client 
computers and broker the requests to application servers."; p. 5, paragraph 64 
"the web server may select an application server to which to broker the 
request, e.g., using load balancing techniques."); 

2.5 Regarding claim 5, Shapiro discloses the apparatus of claim 4 wherein 
said first web server is in communication with said second web server (p. 5, 
paragraph 68 "multiple web servers may be present to receive requests from 
client computers and broker the requests to application servers."). 

2.6 Per claim 6, Shapiro teaches the apparatus of claim 1 wherein each agent 
server comprises a dispatcher for instantiating at least one of an assimilation 
agent and an integration server (Figs. 3, 4). 

2.7 Regarding claim 7, Shapiro discloses the apparatus of claim 1 further 
comprising a communications module in communications with said first web 
server, said communications module in communication with a network (Fig. 2B). 



2.8 



Per claim 8, Shapiro teaches a method for load-balanced and fault tolerant 
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aggregation and display of information in an apparatus comprising a web server, 
a first agent server, a second agent server, and a load-balancing module, said 
method comprising the steps: 

(a) receiving, by a web server, a first request (p. 5, paragraph 64 "the web 
server may select an application server to which to broker the request, e.g., 
using load balancing techniques."); 

(b) assigning, by said web server, said first request to one of a first agent 
server and a second agent server responsive to a load-balancing module (Fig. 4, 
item 240 "Load Balancer"; p. 5, paragraph 64 "the web server may select an 
application server to which to broker the request, e.g., using load balancing 
techniques."); 

(c) receiving, by said web server, a second request (Fig. 4, item 240 "Load 
Balancer"; p. 5, paragraph 64); and 

(d) assigning, by said web server, said second request to one of said first 
agent server and said second agent server responsive to said load-balancing 
module (Fig. 2B, item 104; Abstract; p. 5, paragraph 64 "the web server may 
select an application server to which to broker the request, e.g., using load 
balancing techniques."); 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2002/0042823 DeBettencourt et al. 
Similar to Yamane et al. listed below 

U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2003/0014526 Pullara et al. 

Load balancing system with a web server and application servers. 

See Fig. 1 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,823,382 Stone 

Load balancing system, with local agents and service agents, that includes 
connected web servers, application servers and database servers. 
See Figs. 2, 3, 12 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,195,680 Goldszmidt et al. 

Method of switching client agents to alternate servers due to "server failure or 
overload while maintaining a balanced load across multiple servers in a 
distributed network ..." 
See Abstract; col. 3, lines 22-26 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,317,786 Yamane et al. 

System where requests are redirected from web servers under peak load. 
See Figs. 1 , 4; col. 26, lines 4-11 
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U.S. Pat. No. 6,128,644 Nozaki 

Web server load balancing with agent servers (proxy servers). 
See Fig. 6; Abstract 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,128,657 Okanoya et al. 

Load sharing system with a plurality of servers and a state management agent 
and request distributing means. 
See Fig. 1 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kenneth R Coulter whose telephone number 
is 571 272-3879. The examiner can normally be reached on 5 4 9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571 272-3880. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- - 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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